University of New Mexico | Latin American & Iberian Institute

K’iche’ Maya Oral History Project
No. 040 | 00:23:52 minutes

The Origin of the Three Kinds of Corn (see no. 61, 143)
A long time ago there was a famine, and the people had nothing to eat. They finally discovered a supply of corn
hidden inside a cliff. However, they were unable to break the rock so that the corn would come out. They then
asked the help of an angel. The angel sent a lightning bolt that broke the cliff. Then the corn poured out of the
hole in the cliff. The kernels of corn that were nearest to the surface of the hole were burned by the lightning bolt,
and they became the blue corn. The corn that was further inside the hole was partially burned, and that became
the yellow corn. The corn that was stored in the deepest part of the hole was not burned by the lightning, and
that became the white corn.
El origen de las tres clases de maíz (véase no. 61, 143)
Hace mucho tiempo hubo una hambruna, y la gente no tenían que comer. Por fin descubrieron un abastecimiento de maíz escondido dentro de un peñasco. Sin embargo ellos no pudieron romper la piedra para que
saliera el maíz. Entonces pidieron la ayuda de un ángel. El ángel envió un rayo que rompió la piedra, y con eso
todo el maíz salió del hoyo en el peñasco. Los granos del maíz que estaban cerca de la superficie del hoyo fueron
quemados por el rayo, y llegó a ser el maíz azul. El que estaba más adentro fue menos quemado, y este ahora es
el maíz amarillo. El que estaba al fondo del hoyo no se quemó, y este es el maíz blanco.
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Project Background
The stories and rituals included in this collection were collected between 1968 and 1973. All of them are narrated
in the K’iche’ Maya language of Guatemala with almost all of the narrators speaking the Nahualá-Santa Catarina
Ixtahuacán dialect of that language.
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